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“We have been doing this since 1985 - our first 
child was born in 1965 - it has always been a 
FAMILY thing.  Being a host family has been 

possible only because we all participate in sharing 
our good fortune, our home and time.  It is its own 
reward.  We are all grateful for good health and the 

opportunity to work together to help a child.

– The Brewer Family –

“It means that your family has the privilege of partaking 
in a miracle that significantly changes the life of a child.  
After his surgery, one 12 year old child we hosted was 
able to finally attend school for the first time in his life.  

His delight was immeasurable!  It means watching 
your own family grow, sometimes painfully, to face 
the challenges that these children bring.  To watch 
an HTC child come to the U.S. without parents and 

often without English, and then adapt to a new home 
and serious medical treatment, is incredibly inspiring 
to everyone in the family.  Each HTC child we hosted, 
served as a catalyst for a tremendous increase in our 
own children’s maturity, adaptability and empathy.  It 

can be an incredible gift to the whole family”

– The Gelber Family –
“Hosting a sick child from another country and 
nurturing them through surgery and the whole 

recovery process is demanding, but the rewards are 
immeasurable.  It warms our hearts knowing that we 

have permanently changed their quality of life and they 
can return to their families without living in constant 
pain.  If you only do it once in your lifetime, we can 

assure you that the experience and the smile on your 
host child’s face will stay with you a lifetime”.

– The Oplinger Family –
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We have doctors and hospitals throughout New Jersey 
who participate in our International Inbound Program.

• An enriched understanding of other cultures
•  Being part of the process of healing a child, 

giving them the opportunity to live a productive life
• A profound leap in empathy by your own children
• Immeasurable life lessons for your family

Prior to the child’s arrival in the United States, 
Healing the Children secures commitment from 

both doctor and hospital to treat the child.

Once the child 
is in your home, 
you are truly the 
“parent” of this 

child, responsible 
for 24-hr a day 

total care.

“Besides the reward of being able to help a child that is in 
need, there are no words to describe what we as a family, have 

learned from these children.  We have learned about love that 
has no limits, or borders and most of all, we have learned about 

courage.  The courage that is seen in these children is like no 
other. Having the honor of temporarily taking the place of mom, 

dad, sister, or brother is our goal.  Loving that child like he or 
she is our own is easy and it is a precious gift to our hearts”

“With every child you host, your family embarks on a new journey.  When 
you open the doors of your home and you embrace this new addition 
to your family - you grow together, your family and this new child.  You 
learn about a new culture, different habits, you gain a new perspective on 
life, and a new appreciation of things small and ordinary.  You watch an 
amazing transformation from a shy, frightened child, often in pain, into a 
healthy, confident and curious individual with a future ahead of them.  It is a 
wonderfully rewarding and enriching experience for everyone involved” 

– The Alectoridis Family – – The Hitchon Family –
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The most 
important 
requirement 
in becoming a 
volunteer host 
family for Healing 
The Children® 
New Jersey is 
that you want 
to make a 
difference in the 
life of a child in 
need.

As challenges 
can occur 
throughout 
the child’s stay with your family, flexibility and 
adaptability are key components to assuring a 
successful  experience. Each prospective host 
family will be required to fill out our application 
and a home study will be arranged.


